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Michael S. Franch has not had a distinguished career, but
he hopes it has been a useful one. It is composed of three
elements or overlapping periods, two of which continue.

● He is a historian (Ph.D., University of Maryland), with
a particular interest in 19th-century social history (his
dissertation was on Baltimore urban development and
religion).

● He is also a clergyman, credentialed by the
American Ethical Union (the federation of Ethical
Culture/Ethical Humanist Societies) and as a Unitarian
Universalist minister, having served as minister of the
Baltimore Ethical Society and (currently) as an affiliate

minister at the First Unitarian Church of Baltimore (the later a non-salaried position).
● He worked for nearly 21 years for the Maryland Department of Health and Mental

Hygiene in programming, policy, and planning for long-term care services, and also in
the coordination of Medicaid managed care somatic and behavioral health (substance
abuse and mental health) services. He retired in 2007.

Mike's articles, essays, reviews, and letters have appeared in the Maryland Historical
Magazine, Maryland Medical Journal, American Family Physician, Oral History, Experimental
Gerontology, Maryland: Unity in Diversity: Essays on Maryland Life and Culture (1989),
Journal of Mental and Nervous Disease, The Baltimore Sun and Sun Magazine, The New
York Times, The New York Times Book Review, and American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry.
He was also author, co-author, or contributing author to numerous well-received reports on
health care for the State of Maryland that had negligible impact on public policy.

A Midwesterner, he's gradually become an Easterner, living in Maryland and DC since 1963.
He's lived in the Waverly neighborhood of Baltimore since 1974. He enjoys being involved in
larger and smaller communities, serving on various boards, sometimes as president. These
include the Maryland Gerontological Association, Baltimore City Historical Society, Waverly
Improvement Association, the Citizens Planning and Housing Association, Baltimore Folk
Music Society, and the Green Burial Association of Maryland. He is currently involved in
starting a senior co-housing development. He has been a member of the Maryland
Humanities Council's Speakers' Bureau and of the Maryland State Arts Council's review panel
for folk arts.

He enjoys urban bicycling (has only been hit once), English country dancing, and playing the
concertina.

His late wife, Eileen Franch, was a lawyer for what is now Maryland Legal Aid for 45 years.
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